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What makes the FCSA Accredited
Membership unique?

FCSA

Accredited Member

1. FCSA Accredited Members are assessed Compliance. This is conducted on an annual basis by

against a published Code of Compliance,
produced by our advisors, Ernst & Young,
in consultation with HMRC.

The FCSA Code of Compliance, published on the FCSA
website, is the most stringent and comprehensive compliance
code in the industry. It includes sections on:

Governance, corporate structure and financial stability
checks

Relationship with agency

« Relationship with contractor

« Umbrella employment operations
Accountancy support operations
Self-employment operations

+ Required documentation and evidence

Importantly, no FCSA Accredited Member is allowed to operate
Offshore Schemes, Loan Schemes, Trusts, Managed Services
Companies Schemes, Pay-day-by-Pay models, or similar.

. Every FCSA assessor is a regulated firm
independent of the FCSA

FCSA assessors are appointed to the assessment panel
based on a strict selection process. This is to guarantee their
independence, understanding of the sector and alignment
with the FCSA's mission to raise compliance standards
across the UK recruitment supply chain. They are regulated
independent firms contracted directly with the FCSA and not
with any prospective or present FCSA Accredited Member.
FCSA assessors are experts in the industry.

FCSA assessors currently include:
EY
BDO

« Saffery Champness

+ EY (solicitors)

Brabners (solicitors)

. Audit reviews for FCSA Accredited
Membership are rigorous and ongoing

To achieve FCSA Accredited Member status, firms undergo
a rigorous compliance audit against the FCSA Code of

regulated accountants and/or solicitors. Documentation and
supporting evidence is submitted in advance of the review,
alongside in-depth site visits and desk reviews as required.

Firms who do not reach the required compliance standards
within the allotted timescale are suspended until full
compliance is achieved.

4. Audit review findings are submitted to

HMRC in an open book accounting policy

In a show of complete transparency, FCSA assessors submit
their audit review findings to the FCSA, the member firm and
HMRC.

HMRC do not approve, endorse, or lend their name or logo to
any firm, model or arrangement. However, the FCSA review
report is used by HMRC as a factor in determining risk
assessments. It is also referenced for routine inspections of
FCSA Accredited Members.

5. FCSA Accredited Membership represents

the pinnacle of supply chain compliance

FCSA Accredited Member status is widely recognised as
the industry’s compliance gold standard for contractor
accountancy and umbrella companies. It is the only
accreditation standard recognised and endorsed by all of
the UK’s leading recruitment industry bodies, including REC,
APSCo and TEAM.
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We are actively promoting supply chain due diligence with
Managed Service Providers, commercial hirers and public
sector bodies.
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